GOVERNEMNT OF ASSAM
HEALTH & FAMILY WERLARE DEPARTMENT
DISPUR :: GUWAHATI-6

No. HLA.270/2020/Pt/82 Dated, the 28" April, 2021

Standard operating Protocol (SOP) for management of Counting Officials and Counting
Agents as per COVID Protocol for Assembly Elections, 2021, Assam

Based on the detailed discussions held with Chief Electoral Officer, Assam, the
following SOP is issued for management of Counting Officials and Counting Agents
for Assembly Election 2021 in Assam:

1. In view of the increasing number of COVID cases reported across the state and to
ensure the safety of all personnel involved in counting related duties, testing of all
counting related personnel and COVID appropriate behaviour within the counting
hall is absolutely mandatory.

2. There are LAC wise counting halls in each district and approximately 35,000
counting officials and counting agents are to be engaged in counting process
across the state.

3. As Election Commission of India has asked for a negative test report within 48
hours of start of counting, the testing of all the counting officials and agents must
be undertaken on 30" April in pre-identified and notified testing centres, which
may be a govt school/institution with spacious premises where large scale testing
can be conducted maintaining social distancing.

4. Each testing location shall be arranged with multiple counters where registration
and testing of the personnel can be undertaken. Sufficient lab technicians under a
Medical Officer shall be notified for each testing location in the district in
consultation with the Joint DHS of the district. For this day, Lab technicians
working in various health institutions in the district may be mobilised.

5. All counting officials and agents will be tested with RAT and if found negative, will
be given a RAT negative certificate at the testing point itself, which they may
show while being screened at the counting hall on the day of counting.

6. If any counting officials or agent is found positive in RAT, he shall be provided
medical facilities in the nearest COVID hospital or any other separate identified
isolated centres kept ready for this purpose or allowed home isolation strictly on
the basis of home isolation criteria.

7. Only the symptomatic RAT negative persons need to be tested with RTPCR. Such
symptomatic persons should not be engaged for counting purposes unless their



RTPCR results are made available within 1% May, 2021. The concerned person
shall remain in home quarantine until the result comes.

8. 108 Ambulance shall be kept ready in such testing locations to take the COVID
positive persons to the nearest COVID hospital or home isolation as per the
medical officer's advice.

S. The concerned Deputy Commissioners shall notify a Nodal Officer for receiving,
testing and reporting the results of the Counting officials and agents in a smooth
manner and publicise his name and contact number to all concerned.

10. All relevant COVID protection materials shall be provided to the Counting Officials
and Counting agents from the DEO. The stock of all necessary materials shall be
verified and confirmed in advance and shall be provided to the counting officials
and agents immediately on arrival at the counting venue. This includes gloves,
masks and PPE kits wherever applicable and hand sanitizers at multiple points for
gasy access.

11.In case of state level intervention if required, Dr Lakshmanan S IAS, MD NHM,
Assam (9435137819) and Dr Rathindra Bhuyan, Director Health Services Assam
(9435100090) (Assisting State Nodal Officers) may be contacted.

(Anurag Goet; IAS)

Principal Secretary, Health & Family Welfare Dept

&

State Nodal Officer (Health), Assembly Election 2021
Memo No. HLA.270/2020/Pt/82-A Dated, the 28™ April, 2021
Copy to:
1. Senior most Principal Secretary, Health & Family Welfare Department, Dispur.
2. Chief Electoral Officer, Assam for kind information.
3. All District Election Officers for information and necessary action.
4. CEO AAA Society for information and necessary action
5. MD, NHM Assam for information and necessary action
6. DHS, Assam for information and necessary action.
7. S.0. to Chief Secretary, Assam for information.
8. P.S. to Minister Health Assam for kind information of Hon’ble Minister.
9. All concerned officers.

State Nodal Officer (Health), Assembly Election 2021
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The Chief Electoral Officers of
all States/UTs

Subject: .
Y Assf;n;ral Election to Legislative Assemblies of West Bengal,
i 3 amil Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry, 2021 and bye election
arious states - Broad Guidelines for Covid-Safety During

Counting of votes on 24 May, 2021- Regarding.

Sir,

The Commission had issued Broad Guidclines [or conduct of
General Election/ Bye- Election during Covid-19 after on 21% August, 2020
incorporating views/suggestion of National/State Political parties. The
Commission also considered the views and suggestion given by the Chief
Secretaries before finalizing the broad Covid-19 guidelines.

0. After issuing the above guidelines, the Commission conducted

General Elections to the Legislative Assembly of Bihar and other Bye-

Elections to various State during Covid-19 period by strictly following these

Guidelines in 2020.

3. Even though the spread of pandemic had reduced in the month

of February 2021 Commission continued with same strict regime of Covid

safety guidelines and announced the election of 5 poll going States/UT’s. The

y conducted polls of ongoing General Elections to the

Assam, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Puducherry along with

Commission has alread
Legislative Assemblies of
Bye-Election to Various States and has also conducted 7 Phases of Election

in West Bengal and 8" Phase of West
2021.

Bengal Election is due on 29t April,

4. Counting of votes for all these elections is due on 02.05.2021.
5. In view of second wave of pandemic and in order to ensure a

completely Covid safe arrangements during counting the Commission has



been regularly consulting the Chiel Secretaries and the Chiel Electop,
Officers of all § poll going States/UT and has taken their views and safery
Measures/protocol to be followed during the pandemic.

6. After considering the views and inputs from Chiel Secretaries,
Health Secretaries and the Chief Electoral Officers of all poll going States/UT,
the Commission has directed all the poll going states/UT to adhere the

following instructions during the counting process of the General
Elections/Bye-Elections-

1. DEO shall be the Nodal Officer at each Counting Centre to ensure
adherence to the following the COVID-19 related norms at
Counting Centres, with assistance of Nodal Health Officer.

ii. Compliance Certificate in respect of Counting Centre that all
arrangement has been made as per extant COVID guidelines shall
be obtained from the concerned Health Authorities.

iii. No candidates/agents will be allowed inside the counting hall
without undergoing RT-PCR/RAT test or without having 2 doses
of vaccination against Covid-19 and will have to produce Negative
RT-PCR report or RAT report or Vaccination reports within 48
hours of start of counting. The DEO shall make arrangement of
RT-PCR/RAT Test to Candidates/Counting agents before the day
of Counting. List of counting agents shall be made available by
the contesting candidates to the RO concerned by 1700 hours on
the day three days prior to the date fixed for counting of votes.
(para 15.12.2 of RO handbook|

iv. No public gathering outside the counting venue shall be allowed
during the process of counting,

v. The Counting Hall should be sufficiently big to maintain Social

Distancing, and should have proper ventilation, windows, exhaust fan

cte. as per available protocol of SDMA.

vi.  The counting centers shall be disinfected before, during and after the
counting,

vil.  Sealed outer boxes of EVM/VVPAT shall also be sanitized /disinfected.

viii.  Number of Counting tables to be allowed in a counting hall as per the

size of Hall and keeping in view safety norms prescribed for Covid-19.
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halls by appointing additions 3818 i
} ¢ additional Assistant Returning Officers.
At the entry of hall/ room/ premises-
a. Thermal Scanni
e canning of all persons shall be carried out;
. »aniuzer, soap and water shall be made available and ever:
person entering in hall shall sanitize his/her hand.
No onc having any symptom of COVID-19 like fever, Cold etc. shall be
allowed to enter in the Counting Hall.
Candidate may appoint/replace the counting agents in case report is
positive.
Social distancing shall be maintained inside Counting Hall, scatng
arrangement of Counting Personnel/Agents etc. should be made as
per extant COVID-19 guidelines of NDMA/SDMA.
There shall be sufficient number of PPE Kt for Counung

Agents/Candidates. The Counting Agents sitting arrangement shall

be made in such a way that between 2 counting agents 1 agent shall

be in PPE.

The following items shall be provided to every counting official and

security personnel in addition to other prescribed items:
Mask

Sanitizer

Face-Shield

Gloves
For counting of Postal Ballots, additional number of AROs may be

deputed. If required, Postal Ballots may also be counted in a separate
hall under the supervision of the Returning Officer/Assistant
Returning officer.

As per the government guidelines, there shall be proper arrangement
of disposal of COVID related wastage viz Mask, Face Shield, PPE Kit,
gloves etc.

There shall be proper display of guidelines “Does & Don't" at

convenient places including entrance gate and inside counting hall.

The Commission vide instruction No.464 /INST/2021/EPS dated 27

April, 2021 has already directed that
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(] ot more than twoe persons shall be allowed 1o
winmng candidate or his/her aunthorized  represen

recove the certificate of clection from the Returning Oflice:
Non-compliance of Instructions - Anvhody vielating imsiructions oo
COVID-19 measures will be lable to proceeded against as per i
provisions of Section 51 to 60 of the Disaster Management Act, 2002,
besides legal action under Section 188 of the IPC, and other lewal
provisions as applicable, as speeified in Order No. 40-3/2020 DM-TIA

dated 29th Julv < - i B e r
dated 29th July. 2020 of Ministry of Home Allairs. District Election Otheer

should bring this to the notice of all concerned.

Based on these broad guidelines, a detailed COVID-19 related
comprehensive plan for counting arrangements will be prepared at
the State level, taking local conditions into account. Three-layer plan
will be prepared in consultation with the concerned Nodal Health
Officers: AC, District, and State levels. In case of bye-elections, the

plans will be prepared at the District and AC levels in consultation
with respective Nodal Health Officers.

“he above instrucuons shall be followed strictly in letter and spirit by all
concerned authoriues.

These instructons shall be brought to the notice of all poliucal

parties/contesung candidates immediately.

Yours fauthiully,

Vi
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(SUMIT MUKHERJEE)
SR. PR. SECRETARY
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